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July 20, 2006
RE:  Annual Report to the Membership

TO:  Juneau Chapter Membership

FROM:  Chapter President Stephen E. Wright

Dear Juneau Chapter Member:

The Chapter President's State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2006 annual report to the ASEA Local 52 Juneau Chapter membership is intended to communicate the highlights of activities undertaken by the Chapter Executive Board, Chapter Committees, and the membership during the period July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006.  Upcoming Chapter activities and events are also included. 

CHAPTER WEBSITE: The Executive Board authorized an expenditure to Glacier Computer Services to reestablish website links to basic Chapter information resources. Included in the new website are links to Chapter Calendar, Executive Board Officers, Worksite Stewards, Chapter and Executive Board Meeting Minutes, Updated Chapter Bylaws, Chapter Committees, Student Scholarships, Employee Contract Negotiations, Anchorage and Juneau regional offices, Health Trust Benefits, and Legal Services. Additional website links will be provided in the near future. The new Chapter website can be accessed at http://www.aseajuneau.org . Mendi Antisdel at Department of Revenue is the new Chapter Webmaster in charge of website posts. The Chapter much appreciates Mendi's volunteering to perform this service to the membership. Please write to stephen_wright@fishgame.state.ak if you have ideas or suggestions for improving the website, or if you have information you would like to have posted. 

BYLAWS REVISIONS: The Chapter Bylaws Committee met over a several month period to deliberate revisions to the Chapter Bylaws which had not been comprehensively revised since their inception circa 1986. The Bylaws Committee was comprised of Chair Heather Hadley (relocated to UAS), Suzanne Stoll, Nadine Lefebvre, and Rose Welton. Following extended debate on proposed changes, draft revisions were distributed for member review and comment. After incorporation of input from the membership, final draft revisions were approved by the Executive Board and noticed for membership approval.
On May 23, 2006 the Bylaws revisions were approved by two-thirds of the voting membership. Currently updated Chapter Bylaws can be accessed at http://www.aseajuneau.org/bylaws.html  The new Bylaws will enable the Chapter to conduct its business more efficiently and to comply more consistently with Bylaws requirements.

BOOKKEEPING CONTRACT: Due to the historical lack of Treasurer continuity and difficulties transitioning between office holders, the Chapter membership voted to procure the services of an independent bookkeeper to manage the Chapter finances under supervision of the Treasurer. The office of the Treasurer is currently open and notice of nominations is pending. In May the Executive Board selected Key Bookkeeping from four project bidders based on overall cost and qualifications. The hiring of a bookkeeping service was also provided for in the newly revised Chapter Bylaws. The Board believes this new arrangement will ensure a more continuous and accountable record of organization finances.

BUDGET & AUDIT COMMITTEE: The Budget and Audit Committee consists of Chair Rose Welton, Nadine Lefebvre, Clydie McCrummen and Lee Hanna. The committee findings for SFY 2004-05 finances indicate although the financial records for the audit period were out of compliance with several AFSCME Financial Standards Code requirements, there was no evidence of misuse or misreporting of Chapter funds. The Chapter is confident that the new bookkeeping service under supervision of the Treasurer will result in the Chapter coming into compliance with all code requirements. Due to difficulties in acquiring account information, increased service fees and lower interest rates, the Chapter Executive Board voted to transfer all account deposits from True North Federal Credit Union to Alaska USA Federal Credit Union. Chapter account balances as of June 30, 2006 include $90,000 in money market holdings (including the strike reserve account) and $10,461 in checking.

SHOP STEWARDS COMMITTEE: The Chapter Shop Stewards Committee currently has 25 worksite stewards working at the direction of Regional Office Business Agents Dick Isett and Kim Metcalfe.  Shop stewards serve as the first point of communication to worksite members for Union issues, including a wide spectrum of Local 52 employee concerns. Basic and Advanced Stewards Training was conducted by ASEA Business Agents earlier last year. The Chapter is currently taking applications from members to become ASEA worksite stewards. Please contact the Chapter if you are interested in becoming an ASEA worksite steward. Chapter Chief Steward and Chair of the Statewide Stewards Committee Mary Lehman will be leaving state service on July 31, 2006 and is relocating to Denver. Mary has consistently gone above and beyond the call of duty in her service to the Chapter, not only as Chief Steward but in her many other Chapter capacities. The new Chief Steward will be elected by a majority of stewards on July 21. Candidates for Chief Steward in the currently ongoing election are Nadine Lefebvre, Mary Sturgis and Minda Chamberlin.

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE: The newly appointed Communications Committee includes Chair Jacob Gemmell, Suzanne Stoll and Mendi Antisdel. This committee has not yet met, but will be looking for ways to improve internal and external communications with the membership and the public, in addition to developing future website needs. The Chapter has also proposed to publish a quarterly newsletter early next year. This is an especially important committee and needs more members. Please contact the Chapter if you would like to serve on the Communications Committee or any other Chapter Committee.   

SPONSORSHIPS: Last year the Chapter approved sponsorship funds to Perseverance Theatre, the Juneau Douglas High School Soccer Club, and the Juneau Folk Festival. The Chapter also voted to approve travel for Mary Sturgis to attend the 2005 AFSCME Northwest Regional Women's Conference in San Jose, John Roxburgh to coordinate the Gay & Lesbian Rights Advisory Committee's educational exhibit at the upcoming 2006 AFSCME Chicago Convention, and Lin Davis to attend Women's Issues Committee meetings and the 2006 ASEA Anchorage Convention as an alternate delegate. The Chapter is always open to requests for promotional and member sponsorships and support that reflect and benefit the interests of the Chapter.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: The Scholarship Committee includes Chair Pauline Strong (who was instrumental in establishing the new scholarship program two years ago), Katherine Sullivan, Rose Welton and Barbara Hale. The Committee was tasked with implementing a scholarship program similar to the one implemented by the Valdez Chapter. The Chapter membership voted to establish three $1000.00 annual scholarships for: 1) the child of a Juneau Chapter member enrolled in a vocational school program; 2) the child of a Juneau Chapter member enrolled in a 4-year degree program at an accredited university; and 3) a Juneau Chapter member enrolled in a 4-year degree program at an accredited university. To avoid any potential conflict of interest, three Chapter members volunteered to evaluate applications with identifying information removed for the upcoming academic year. The raters were Aja Markel Razumny, Sheri Somerville, and Barbara Hale. The Chapter sincerely appreciates the time these members took to rate the applications and select the scholarship recipients. The recipients for the 2006-07 academic year are Justin Laird Jones (child of employee), Ramona Alex (vocational child of employee) and James deLaBruere (employee).  

PICNIC COMMITTEE: The Juneau Chapter Picnic is held at Sandy Beach in Douglas every summer. Committee Chair Mary Lehman has been organizing the committee for this summer's picnic at Sandy Beach Shelter #1 scheduled for Sunday, July 30 at 1:00 p.m. We hope you will attend! However, since Mary is relocating to Denver there will be a replacement coordinator. The women barbeque chefs extraordinaire of the Fraternal Order of the Eagles Aerie #4200 Auxiliary will again be preparing the food. Please contact the Chapter immediately if you would like to volunteer for the Picnic Committee.
WORKSITE MEETINGS: The Juneau Chapter sponsored a number of worksite meetings across state departments during the last fiscal year which were organized by ASEA Juneau Regional Office Business Agents. The meetings primarily served as an opportunity for members to address their employment and worksite issues and concerns with department worksite stewards and Juneau business agents. Other subjects discussed included legislative concerns, the state's new retirement program for Tier IV employees, the Public Employees Organized to Promote Legislative Equality (PEOPLE) program, health and legal benefits insurance coverage, and upcoming employee contract negotiations.
The Chapter sincerely appreciates Executive Board Secretary Sandy Johnston, Treasurers Belinda Swift (retired June 30, 2006) and Donald Hale (resigned July 17, 2006), Chief Steward Mary Lehman (retiring August 4, 2006), and Members-at-Large Gary Kostenko and Christine Lee for their dedicated service to the membership during the last year. In particular, Sandy Johnston has been instrumental in keeping the Board on track. Thanks also to all the Chapter Committee Chairs, including Rose Welton (Budget & Audit), Pauline Strong (Scholarships), Jacob Gemmell (Communications), Heather Hadley (Bylaws) and Nancy Long (Elections). 
Please don't hesitate to contact me at the above letterhead address, (907) 465-6121 or stephen_wright@fishgame.state.ak.us if you have questions, concerns or suggestions pertaining to Juneau Chapter activities. It is a privilege to serve on your Executive Board, and I look forward to hearing from you in regards to how Board and Chapter Committee members may better serve and represent your needs and interests. 
In Solidarity,

Stephen E. Wright,

Chapter President

(907) 465-6121

cc:  
Fred Brown. ASEA President


Michael Williams, ASEA Secretary


Jim Duncan, ASEA Business Manager
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